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It is a high position which the American Ssamen’s Frrenp Soctety is 
called to occupy. The aggregate tonnage of the commercial marine of the 
United States is now jive millions of tons, a larger amount than that of 
any other nation, Great Britain, perhaps, excepted. It is a striking fact. 
A nation still in its infancy,—its whole existence as a nation embraced 
within the recollection of not a few persons living,—whose internal resour- 
ces have but just begun to be developed,—whose citizens, over an extent 
of territory equal to the original thirteen colonies, are still occupied in 
subduing the primeval wastes and planting the germs of the civil and 
social state, through the signal favor of Providence, has already attained 
the very first commercial rank, covering the ocean with a fleet of peace 
surpassed by no other nation, ancient or modern! 

It is the mission of the American Sramen’s Frienp Society, in con- 
nection with its auxiliary and sister institutions, to labor for the reli- 
gious and humane interests connected with this vast commerce. To 
supply the means of grace to the many thousands of seamen employed 
in it, to rescue them from the bondage and debasement of vice, to relieve 
as far as possible the wrongs to which they are subjected on shipboard 


_and on shore, and open to them the hope of salvation beyond the grave; 


to elevate the character of our commercial service, and make it worthy 
of a great christian nation; and to render commerce itself an auxiliary 
of civilization and christianity in their sublime progress through the 
earth,—this is the work which Providence has placed in our hands; and 
upon which, since its first feeble beginnings (one third of a century ago) 
the blessing of Heaven has signally rested. } 

It is good, for us from time to time to pause in our work and consider 
anew its magnitude and responsibilities. We need to refresh our mem- 
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ories with the value of souls appointed to pass their probation and 
receive their training for eternity upon the sea. We need to glance 
anew at those numerous reflex influences which are sent. back from the 
sea upon the land, and estimate again the mighty power for good or 
for evil which our commerce wields upon all the nations with whom we 
have intercourse upon the globe. We need to note what success has 
been vouchsafed to us in our work, and what remains yet to be done 
ere the divine promise concerning “ the abundance of the seas” be ful- 
filled. . 

It is to this end that the Board of Trustees present their Report for 
another year, and thankful for the past favors bestowed, address them- 
selyes with renewed faith and hope to the duties which remain. 


a 


FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 


NEW BRUNSWICK 
ST. JOHN’S.—Rey. E. N. Harris, Chaplain. 


During the past year a Mariner’s Church has been organized at this 
Station under favorable auspices. Regular Sabbath services have been 
held at the “ Marine Hall,” and the number of seamen in attendance 
has been much greater than during any previous year. In consequence 
of this increase, there is now great need of a chapel of larger capacity 
to accommodate all who would gladly come. Besides this the “ Mis- 
sion House,” back of the city, to which some sailors resort, and “‘Bond’s 
Bethel,” at Sand Point, are supplied each with one preaching service 
every Sabbath, and also with Sunday Schools. A “Bethel Union Sunday 
School” was commenced last summer at the “ Hall” and has been con- 
tinued with growing interest. A ‘Ladies’ Bethel Union” is in active 
operation which, with the contributions of the church, and of the friends 
of the cause in the Provinces will, the chaplain hopes, relieve this 
society, at no distant day, from further appropriations for the support 
of this station. 

The work of Bible and tract distribution has been vigorously prose- 
euted. During the last season a converted sailor went from ship to 
ship every Sabbath morning to hold conversation with the men, and in- 
vite their attendance at the Bethel. The chaplain accompanied the 
packages of tracts, magazines, &c., with letters to the captains of ves- 
sels asking their interest and co-operation in distributing them among . 
their crews. 

The Sailor’s Home has had some adverse influences to encounter. 
The wretched system of shipping crews which has so long prevailed, 
and which operates directly as a premium to crimps and low boarding 
houses, has tended to diminish the income and usefulness of the Home. 
A portion of the stockholders of this institution disappointed that it bas 
‘not proved a dividend-paying enterprise, insisted’ upon relinquishing 
their charter. A public meeting of the citizens was thereupon convened, 
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who resolved to assume the responsibility of sustaining the Home, and 
appointed Mr. Harris their representative to apply to parliament for 
the government aid previously afforded to carry out the original plan, 
viz.: “To erect on an eligible site partly paid for, an edifice, with a 
bank for savings, nautical school, and Bethel apartments.” It is hoped 
that this measure will place the institution on a firm and reliable basis, 
and constitute it a center of beneficent influences upon the large amount 
of shipping resorting to the Provinces, 


DENMARK, 
COPENHAGEN.—P. E, Rypinc, Missionary. 


This mission, as well as that in Gothland, originated in the pious zeal 
of two seamen who were hopefully converted, one while attending the 
Mariner’s Church in New York, the other from reading a copy of Bax- 
ter’s Call, given him by one of the Secretaries of this Society. Fired at 
once, like the great Apostle, with ardent desires for the conversion of ~ 
their fellow countrymen, they commenced laboring among the maritime 
population of Denmark and Sweden, and have since been aided by a 
small annual donation from this Society. The connection of this work 
with the spiritual improvement of our seamen, will be apparent when it 
is remembered that large numbers of the Northmen of Europe are em-’ 
ployed in American vessels, and constitute some of the very best men 
In our service. 

Mr. Ryding is pursuing his labors at Copenhagen with great assiduity 
and very considerable success. He is accustomed to make missionary 
tours along the coasts both of Denmark and Sweden, preaching the 
word, and distributing the Scriptures. Under date of January 1, 
1857, he writes: “ From several places in Sweden, where I was last 
quarter, I have received interesting letters. The words I spoke to 
them appear to have been blessed to the hearts of many, and they hold 
fast the truth, notwithstanding the severe persecution to which they are 
exposed. In other letters, they write that many are convinced of the 
truth, but the enemies of Christ rage with great fury.” There is hope, 
however, that their persecutions will be abated. ‘The King of Sweden 
has said in his speech, that it is his will that Sweden also should have 
religious liberty, and that penalties, imprisonment, and expatriation 
should be abolished. Many of the nobility are of the same opinion as 
the King, and there is every probability that it will pass the parliament 
in defiance of a reffactory priesthood, which makes use of every in- 
trigue and cunning to prevent it.” 

Mr. R. preaches to two small churches at Copenhagen and Bornholm 
to which there were added, in 1856, 33 persons, naking a present mem- 
bership of 133. During the last two quarters of the year he visited 
600 vessels, distributed 310 Bibles, and 11,000 religious tracts. 


SWEDEN, 


GOTHLAND.—J. Linpextws, Missionary. 


The reports of this Missionary are occasionally tardy, owing to ee 
difficulty of procuring translations of his letters to transmit to “ a 
being unable to write in English. “I had_ proposed, he writes July 
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30, 1856, “to make this summer a round of all the ports of Gothland ; 
but in the beginning of the season my health was in a bad state. Be- 
sides I have had no Bibles. I begged them in August last year to send 
me forty Bibles for the ensuing winter, but I only received twenty- 
four. ‘This spring they were all gone, and since then J have had only a 
few New Testaments. With these I made some tours into the country, 
where the Word of God has had effect on the minds of the people. 
Also, in the town of Wisby it has pleased the Lord to send his convert- 
ing grace, by means of a brother in Christ, who, three years ago, 
arrived from Stockholm. Several influential men among the citizens 
have been brought to a new-life in Christ Jesus.” 

Ina letter dated Jan. 17, 1857, he states that, “conversions are much 
increasing in Gothland.” This testimony is corroborated by a pious 
Scotch lady residing in Stockholm, who aids our missionaries in their 
translations. She says:—‘ There is such a requisition for Bibles and 
Testaments from every part of the country, that the British and Foreign 
‘ Bible Society’s Agency in this place cannot get them printed and 
bound as fast as they are wanted.” 

Mr. Lindelius has recently performed a long tour of colportage, 
accompanied by Mr. Ljunberg, formerly in the employ of this Society. 
They were received, for the most part, with much cordiality, and their 
labors seem to have been attended with great good. A considerable 
number of cases are mentioned in which the Word of God was greatly 
blessed to souls, 


FRANCE, 
HAVRE.—Rey. E. N. Sawrett, Chaplain. 


_ It continues to be a very important part of the labors of the Chaplain 
in this port to minister to the sick and disabled seamen in the Hospitals. 
“The listening,” he writes, “to the complaints and sorrows of the sick, 
the groans and agonies of the dying, the bending over their silent graves 
when the spirit has fled, are duties of such daily occurrence as to be 
quite consuming both to time and to the nerves. And when I lay my 
aching head upon my pillow at night to rest my wearied limbs and cool 
my fevered brain, I involuntarily exclaim. ‘O, what a terrible havoc has 
sin made in this world—how has it marred and mutilated God’s handi- 
work ” Nor are these labors in vain. Sickness and suffering are often 
God’s preparatory work, by which the fallow ground is broken up, and 
fitted for the reception of the good seed of truth,* Repeated instances 
are described by Mr. 8., some of them of a most touching character, 
showing the blessing of the Divine Spirit upon these efforts of christian 
sympathy and kindness. ’ 

The services in the Chapel are continued as heretofore. Under date 
of Sept. 22, Mr. S. writes: “ There has been a steady gain and a regu- 
lar increase in the congregation for the last three months, and more 
than the usual number of seamen, especially of masters and officers, but 
nothing of special interest has occurred.” 

April 6, he writes, “We have commenced a Sabbath-school with 
good prospects of bringing in the children of poor families connected 
with the American and Hnglish shipping.” m 

A portion of the amount required for the support of this station is 
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furnished from England. Mr. Sawtell visited London in the winter, and 
was very cordially received by many of the ministers and other friends 
of seamen in that city. The co-operation of British christians in this 
work was pledged to him, not only as an expression of interest in his 
evangelical labors, but as.a matter of right, in view of the large number 
of British seamen visiting that port annually, who share in the benefits 
of his labors. 


MARSEILLES.—Rev. M. Joan Mayers, Chaplain. 


Large numbers of American vessels were employed the past year by 
the French Government to bring home the troops and materials of war 
from the East. Many of them, with their crews, have, in consequence, 
been assembled in this port, rendering the labors of the excellent Chap- 
lain unusually arduous. ‘“ We visit,” sayshe, “all the American ships 
that come into port, address the crews, supply them with tracts, attend 
them in the hospital, pray with them, and exhort them, looking for 
a blesssing upon our work to Him who alone can give the increase.” 

The Chaplain complains, not without good reason, of the desperate 
character of very many of the crews of our vessels. “It is the custom 
of American Captains to discharge their crews the instant they arrive 
in port; the discharge of the cargo, and again the loading of the ship, 
is effected by hired laborers, and when the vessel is ready again for sea 
the complement of seamen is made up, in the readiest way that offers, 
frequently, if not in all instances, of the very worst characters, the off- 
scouring rejected by other shipmasters. Hence the many misadven- 
tures, and scenes of strife and violence which occur so frequently on 
board of American ships. I mention these things as showing the diffi- 
culty in the way of having access on board these ships.” 

The Sailor’s Home, established and conducted by Mr. M., has been 
fall of boarders during the year. Two-thirds of all have been American 
seamen. But thé labor of sustaining it has been very great. “ Hvery 
expedient,” he writes ‘which the Evil One can devise to draw seamen 
away from the Home, ply them with intoxicating drinks, and throw 
them into the hands of crimps and debauchees is resorted to, and it has 
happened repeatedly that I have been compelled to ask for the protec- 
tion of the police.” 

It is evident that a great struggle is in progress in this port between 
the Gospel and its enemies. Mr. Meyers, with his devoted assistant, 
Mr. A. Canney, are toiling on, amid many trials, yet in faith and hope, 
and not without some cheering tokens of the Divine favor. “I have the 
satisfaction,” he says, “to know that, amid all our conflict, we are- 
instrumental, under God, of doing good, in saving, I trust I may say, 
the body and soul of many a hardy and simple minded sailor.” We 
feel that he is worthy of the special sympathy and substantial support 
of the friends of American seamen. 


NEW GRANADA. , 
ASPINWALL—PANAMA.—Rev. J. Rowett, Chaplain. 


Rey. D. H. Wheeler resigned his post at Aspinwall last summer and 
entered the service of the American Bible Society as agent in Nicar- 
agua, While faithfully pursuing his work in the distribution of the 
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Scriptures he was barbarously murdered by a horde of banditti, at 
Granada. He was a diligent and devoted servant of Christ, and his 
death is a great loss to the cause of truth in those regions of moral 


darkness. 

The Panama Railroad having been completed, by which the two 
shores of the Isthmus are brought near to each other, Mr. Rowell has 
undertaken the care of the two stations at Aspinwall and Panama In 
a letter of Dec. 2, he says: ‘“ My labor in Panama has been anything 
but homogeneous in its general character or in its particulars. I have 
filled the several stations of pastor, not to a church, but to a people, as 
varied in their conditions, characters, and necessities as Jacob’s cattle 
were in color,—a chaplain to seamen on ship and on shore, an itinerant 
preacher and a colporteur. In the first capacity I have maintained a 
regular preaching service, twice each Sabbath, from first to last. To 
this Sabbath service is due, in part, I must believe, the general reforma- 
tion of mariners which has been witnessed among Americans resident 
here. I can also count up, as direct fruits of this labor, several cases of 
conversions to God, and I trust I shall know more of such at the bar of 
God.” 

“ My itineracy as a preacher, was chiefly to the island of Taboga, and 
to various stations along the line of the Railroad while it was in con- 
struction. In the capacity of pastor, I have had a deal to do with sick, 
dying, and distressed people.” Mr. R. narrates scenes of distress in 
the American and Spanish Hospitals of the most appalling kind, the 
only alleviations of which were found in the heroic and seif forgetting 
ministrations of the Chaplain. ‘ As Seamen's Chaplain, my duties were 
80 continually mingled and identified with those of pastor, that I can not 
speak of them separately. Seamen generally composed a large part of 
my chapel audiences, and a large portion of my patients in the hospitals 
Were seamen. Most of the hopeful conversions among seamen took 
place in the American hospital, and two at least in the Spanish hospital. 
Among the native seamen (in coasting and small vessels) I have put in 
circulation many Bibles and tracts 

“‘ My labors as colporteur are such as I can more readily estimate. I 
have distributed of Spanish Bibles about 500, and of Spanish Testa- 
ments 1,600, these mostly by sale; of English Bibles and Testaments 
nearly 500, besides a number in other languages. Of tracts, and other 
publications of Tract Societies, in ten different languages, Mhave put in 
circulation more than 900,000 pages. In return for these publications 
IT have sent to the American Bible Society about $800 ; to thesAmeri- 
can Tract Society, nearly $200; to the British and Foreign “Bible 
Society, $80; and to the Religious Tract Society of London, $110. In 
the distribution of these Bibles, I have relied in part on the city of 
Panama (inside the walls) on natives buying from me and sellling at a 
profit. Outside the walls (more than half of tne city) I have canvassed 
myself repeatedly, so also the island of Taboga. I have also made trips 
to Chiman, 50 miles; Chorrera, 30 miles; The Pearl Islands, 40 miles; 
and David in Chirigui, 300 miles; and in all these places have been suc- 
cessful in my mission.” 

At Aspinwall, whither Mr. R. has since removed, his labors are also 
abundant. “ My audiences have been increasing from the first. They 
are composed of different classes, varying numerically in the order fol- 
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lowing : Jamaicans, employees of the Panama Rail Road Company, 
Sailors, and residents of Aspinwall. Nearly all American Captains 
attend while in port, and a good portion of those from other countries, 
together with more or fewer of their crews. I have two regular ser- 
vices on shore on each Sabbath, in a room fitted up for a chapel ina 
building belonging to the Panama Rail Road Company. I have also 
begun a Sabbath afternoon service on board the U.S. sloop of war 
Cyane, now lying in the port, and have preached a few times since 
coming here at Panama, and may continue to do so.” 

Measures are now in progress by private subscription for providing 
this important Station with a Bethel edifice, as also a residence for the 
chaplain. We hope to announce the success of this effort hereafter. 

Our thanks are due to the directors of the Panama Rail Road Com- 
pany for the favors afforded by them to our Chaplain, and the facilities 
rendered him for the prosecution of his work. Also to the Pacific Mail 
Steam Ship Company for their generous transportation of Mr. R. and 
his family to their field free of charge. 


BRAZIL. 
RIO JANEIRO. 


The Board regret to say that this Chaplaincy still remains vacant. 

From a letter of Rev. J. Stockbridge, Chaplain in the U. 8. Navy, 
we learn that Mr. Kscher, Jate a mate in the merchant service, and 
a member of the Mariner’s Church in Philadelphia, is doing something 
in a private way in behalf of seamen in the port of Rio Janeiro. He 
teaches a day school in English, and on Sundays has not only a Sunday 
School but a religious meeting, which he conducts, and during the 
week sustains also a prayer meeting. On Sundays a small Bethel flag 
is displayed from one of the windows of the schoolroom. ‘These efforts 
however, are entirely inadequate to meet.the wants of the cause in that 
important port. 

Mr. 8. adds “ There is a large body of sailors in American merchant 
ships which lie at anchor, scattered over a wide surface of the harbor. 
It often happens that our merchant vessels wait a month or two after 
discharging cargo, before they commence taking in, during which time 
their crews are accessible at all hours of the day. At times during the 
last three years the aggregate number of sailors composing the crews of 
American ships must have exceeded three hundred, and I should judge 


_that it is rarely less than one hundred. Here then, on shore and afloat, 


there is plenty of work to be done.” 


BUENOS AYRES. 

Rev. Mr. Stockbridge adds a plead in behalf of this port. “ There 
are always a few sailors on shore, and usually some in the hospital, and 
these need attention. The shipmasters always live on shore, and some 
attend service at the Methodist Chapel, which is known there as the 
‘« Templo Americano,” and has a sort of national character. I think an 
arrangement could be made with the Methodist clergyman to look after 
the sailors of American ships, supply them with tracts, and visit such as 
may be in the Hospital. A moderate compensation would secure the 
performance of this work, and along with it a semi-annual report. The 
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Methodist chapel was located with reference to the wants of sea-faring 
men, a short distance from the beach, and one pew is set apart for the 
free use of ship masters.” 


CHILI, 
VALPARAISO.—Rev. Davin TrumsButu. 


Large numbers of American and British seamen resort to this port. 
Mr. T. performs a voluntary service in their behalf, so far as his other 
occupations permit. Regular preaching is maintained in the chapel, at 
which a considerable number of sailors is usually present. Buc there is 
more work to be done than is practicable for one man, and a colporteur 
is greatly needed to visit ships in the harbor, and otherwise labor 
directly for the seamen who frequent that city. A Sailor’s Home is also 
very much needed. 


PERU. 
CALLAO AND THE CHINCHA ISLANDS. 


This important station still remains without a Chaplain. Callao is 
the port of Lima, and the chief place of resort for our vessels engaged 
in the guano trade. Urgent appeals have been sent to the Board for 
the appointment of a Chaplain, but they have at present neither the 
man nor the means for so doing. A christian merchant, formerly of 
Boston, now residing at Lima, writes: ‘“‘ Here is. a port where perhaps 
' there is more American shipping than in any other in South America. 
Can it be that the merchants of New York are unable to spare $1,200 
or $1,500 per annum to meet Jack here when he comes from San Fran- 
cisco, China, Australia, and round the Horn, with the comforts of the 
message of Him who died for us all, and has given us all? It can’t be. 
I feel it can’t be. Put a2 home upon all good men that they must come 
up and help us.” 


SANDWICH ISLANDS, 
HONOLULU.—Rev. 8S. ©. Damon, Chaplain. 


The Sandwich Islands are the grand rendezvous of the American 
whaling fleet in the North Pacific, and constitute one of the most inter- 
esting and important centers of labor among seamen open to us. 
Many hundreds of vessels, and thousands of sailors, resort to them annu- 
ally, and the favorable religious influences which meet them in nearly 
every part of this young Christian nation, render it a very encouraging 
field for efforts in their behalf. \ 

Mr. Damon has pursued his work during the year with great assi- 
duity, and with many cheering tokens of success. The\Sailor’s Home 
has been completed, and opened for boarders with the most favorable 

prospects. It is a noble building, erected upon a lot givén for the pur- 
pose by the king, and costing, exclusive of the land, $15,000, most of 
which was raised on the Island. Several of the rooms have been fitted 
up with furniture by ladies in the United States, and the fact ‘indicated 
by inscriptions, over the doors of the places whence the contributions 
came, as “ Falmouth,” “ New Bedford,” “New London,” &¢. ‘ The 
enterprise has encountered some opposition, and many predictions of 
failure, but at the last intelligence, from 70 to 100 inmates were already 
: i 
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boarding there, and the hopes of its most sanguine friends were fully 
realized. King Kamehameha is President of the Board of Trustees, 
and is very friendly to the enterprise. It is an event perhaps worth 
noting that he has during the year elevated to his throne as queen the 
granddaughter of an English sailor, boatswain of the “ Eleanor,” who 

visited the Island in 1790. 

Besides the usual Sabbath services at the Bethel, the work of Bible 
and tract distribution is carried forward with vigor. “I am not” 
writes Mr. D., “without occasional proofs that good is done. The 
friends of seamen in the United States, when they gather to pray for 
seamen in the Pacific, I hope will not fail to pray that the works of 
Baxter and Bunyan and other good men, and above all, that the Bibles 
going out from our depository may accomplish much good. Every 
day the good seed is scattered. The Bible in Portuguese, French, 
Spanish, German, English, and other languages is daily sold or given 
away. Package upon package of good reading matter is put up and 
carried away.” 

One of the Testaments thus distributed was given to a sailor on 
board the U. S. Sloop Vincennes. He read it with attention, and the 
Spirit of God applied its truths to his heart. He learned in it the way 
of salvation, and was hopefully brought to Christ. He has resided for 
some months past at the Sailor’s Homein NewYork, and is laboring with 
great fidelity and acceptance as a missionary to seamen, and colporteur. 
Another member of the Bethel church in Honolulu is preparing to enter 
the ministry. 


LAHAINA.—Rev. S. E. Bisnor, Chaplain. 


A very graphic account is given by Mr. B. of the two great opposing 
forces of good and evil, which contend at the Islands for mastery over 
the soul of the sailor. ‘ The approach of ‘shipping season’ was pre- 
saged by the higher flight of certain birds of ill omen, whose business is 
to prey on the unwary sailor. Old shanties were furnished up, and 
newer buildings arranged for the work, billiard rooms, bowling allies, 
and sailor boarding houses put in order. And when the first ship 
arrived all was ready for the guests. Not to be altogether behind, we 
painted and whitewashed our Bethel, hoisted our new flag, got up our 
boxes from the Bible and Tract Societies, and arranged the books and 
papers on shelves. The opposing batteries were soon in full action. 
On the one side many a heedless sailor has been laid low by the poison- 
ous draught. On the other many a word of counsel or warning has 
been spoken to attentive ears. Many Bible and Tract publications have 
been put into eager hands. To-day I had nine calls at my study for 
books, receiving four dollars in money, and giving away a greater value 
besides. One-third or more were Portuguese and Spanish who consti- 
tute nearly that portion of whalemen’s crews and are eager for Bibles 
and primers, Nearly all they get are carefully taken home to their own 
countries.” 

Surely the friends of seamen, and those who love and pray for 
souls, cannot look upon such a moral conflict as this with indifference. 
Will they see to it that this “ good soldier” of Christ is amply furnished 
with those effective weapons which are “ mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds.” 
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Besides the large number of ships visiting the Islands from abroad, 
there is growing up a very considerable native commerce. Not less 
than sixteen schooners of respectable size, trade between Honolulu and 
the various points on the coast, and are all doing a prosperous business. 
Many American seamen are employed upon them as masters and 
officers. 


HILO.—Rev. Titus Coan, Missionary, A. B. 0. F. M. 


The labors in behalf of seamen by this most devoted and successful 
missionary, the pastor of the largest Protestant church in the world, 
are entirely voluntary, without stipulation, and without pay, but not 
without many evidences of the divine blessing. In a letter of June last 
he says: “1 have never seen seamen more accessible. Large numbers 
called on us during the week, and our Bethel was well filled on the Sab- 
bath. From seven vessels all, except three or four, who kept ship, 
came out to our Sabbath services, and many were deeply impressed with 
the truth. It is arare thing that a ship master absents himself from our 
Bethel on the Lord’s day. 

“T have conversed with scores of ‘sailors during the past season, and 
have seen the tear tremble in many an eye, and have heard the expressed 
resolve to serve the Lord. I have also distributed many Bibles and Tes- 
taments among the Americans, French,Germans,Spanish, and Portuguese. 
All the ships have been supplied with a large bundle of assorted tracts, 
papers, pamphlets, books, &c., and many books and tracts have been 
given to individuals. I preach one sermon in the Bethel at 3$ P. M. 
on every Sabbath, after having had four exercises with the native peo- 
ple. I long to do more for seamen, and I would do more were not my 
time so fully occupied in the labors which come upon me.” 

Under date of Jan. 23 Mr. C. informs us that for seven or eight 
weeks during the last shipping season, Rey, T. E. Taylor, formerly, sea- 
men’s chaplain at Lahaina, preached to seamen at Hilo. These, with the 
foreign residents at that place, have become so numerous as to call for 
a chaplain devoted exclusively to their service, and it is thought, will 
contribute one half of his salary, should one be procured. Measures 
are being taken to make application to the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society for aid in this case. The field is an inviting one, and should 
be occupied at once. It will be for the Christian public to say, should 


the application be made, whether our funds shall be made adeq uate to 
meet the demand. 


MICRONESIAN ISLANDS, 


ASCENSION ISLAND oe 4 
STRONG'S ‘ISLAND, ; : Miassionartes, A. B. C. F. M. 


The Missionaries of the A. B. C. F. M. perform much incidental ser- 
vice for seamen at these Islands, as at Hawaii. It will be remembered 
that a house and bowling alley, formerly belonging to a resident foreigner, 
on Ascension Island, were bought by two sea captains, the latter of 
which was given to this Society for a seamen’s Bethel. 

A precious revival occurred on the bark Belle, Captain Handy, on her 
passage to Strong’s Island, having on board Dr. Pierson and other mis- 
sionaries of the A. B. 0. F. M. The three officers of the ship were 


1857.) SAILOR'S MAGAZINE. - 299 
SSA se ade 2 ARS RR RNR cella rE LE a ROIS. 
hopefully converted, and united with the Mission Church on Strong’s 
Island under the pastoral care of Rev. Mr."Snow. After the vessel left, 
Captain H. called his crew around him and proposed continuing their 
religious services on the Sabbath and during the week. The result was 
most gratifying. Nearly every soul was impressed with the one great 
question: ‘“‘ What shall I do to be saved?’ Several took a decided 
stand on the Lord’s side, Five subsequently united with the Bethel 
Church at Honolulu. 

Mr. Damon, who communicates these facts remarks: “If I felt at 
liberty I could state many intensely interesting incidents connected with 
this chapter in the history of Christ’s kingdom. For example, five of 
the converts were educated Catholics, those who were most. bitterly 
prejudiced against the missions and missionaries have become their 
warmest friends, the most unlikely subjects have been wrought 
upon.” 


CHINA. 
CANTON.—Rey. James C. Beecuer, Chaplain. 

Mr. Beecher arrived at Whampoa on the 3d of September, and enter= 
ed upon his mission with high hopes, and very encouraging prospects. 
The attendance at the Bethel rapidly increased, donations were received 
for lighting and furnishing it more perfectly; social meetings were es- 
tablished, and employment enough for “five hearts and five bodies,” 
already pressed itself upon him, [But alas for human expectations! 
The war with the English broke out and the whole aspect of affairs was 
reversed. Mr, B. shall tell the sad tale in his own words. 

“Tremained at my post, and preached to my little flock until the 24th 
Dec., when the last ship left the port; and in her I embarked with my 
family for Hong Kong, leaving my furniture in the Bethel in charge 
of my two Chinese boys. Arriving at Hong Kong, and having with 
great difficulty, found a she}ter for my family, I returned to Whampoa 
and took charge of the Bethel, doing duty as a sentry. I was not shot, 
but I did become so used to the whistle of musket balls that really I 
think I could go into battle now with little fear or trepidation. As a 
specimen of amusement, I would say that in a battle between the man- 
darin and rebel fleets, a little way below my “ chop,” a thirty-two pound 
shot passed through our two bed-rooms, entirely through and through 
our chop, and went splashing along half a mile up the river. At last, 
with heavy heart, I transferred all the furniture to a schooner going 
under convoy to Hong Kong, and on the 4th of January left my pet 
church to its fate. Three days after, Whampoa was abandoned by the 
men-of-war, and at once dock-yards, houses, lumber yards, Bethel, 
and three or four other floating establishments were left a prey to the 
Chinese.” 

But our heroic brother, though “ cast down,” is “ not destroyed.” He 
was in doubt what to do, but at length fixed for a time on this course. 
“Sabbath morning preaching on board some ships in harbor; Sabbath 
afternoon preaching to those sailors whom I can collect from the various 
boarding houses on shore; spending the week in visiting ships to invite 
to the morning service, and visiting all the boarding houses to become 
acquainted with their keepers and try to gain their co-operation. You 
will perhaps think this last a not over hopeful scheme. [I tried it at 
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Whampoa, and if equally successful here shall have no lack of encour_ 
agement.” . 

In a postscript dated Feb, 10, he speaks of “some encouraging suc- 
cess” in these labors, but thinks that the prospect of usefulness is on 
the whole growing fainter. He adds, “I have just seen a Chinaman who 
tells me all about the Bethel. Burned root and branch, or rather I 
should say keel and awning. Nota riece left to tell the tale!” 

The future of this station is, of course, all uncertain. Should the 
war continue, its operations, must probably, for the time be suspended. 
We cannot, however, doubt that ultimately these events will be made 
to serve the furtherance of the gospel. China must ere long be opened 
to the commerce of the world, and afford a field for labor in every 
department of the missionary work of the utmost interest and im- 
portance. 


SHANGHAI—Mrkr. A. L. Freeman. 


Mr. F. is a merchant from Boston who is prosecuting a very interest- 
ing work for seamen in this port. The head mandarin of the city gave 
a junk to be used for a Bethel which was fitted up by the English and 
American merchants at an expense of $1,500. This, however, proving 
insufficient another sum of $2,000 has since been contributed to build 
an entirely new Bethel, which, at last advices was nearly finished. ‘The 
meetings,” writes Mr. F., “asa general thing, have been well attended. 
The missionaries in connection with the Rev. Mr. Hobson, the English 
Chaplain to foreign residents here, heartily co-operated in conducting 
the services, and the preaching, we fully believe, has been accompanied 
by a blessing from God. It has not been an unusual thing to see among 
the congregation those whose hearts have been touched, and whose feel- 
ings have found vent in tears.” A chaplain is expected soon to labor 
in that interesting field. 

A beautiful lot has been purchased and laid out for a seaman’s cemetery 
by the merchants of Shanghai, a “Relief Fund” for sick and disabled 
sailors has been subscribed, and a good Sailors’ Home is begining to be 
talked of. Tract and Bible distribution is carried on with great vigor, 
affording many instances of decided usefulness. ‘‘ Not a few Catholics, 
who once refused to have a Bible near them, have been persuaded to 
accept it and read what God has done for poor sinners.” Two Portu- 
guese sailors “ expressed their thanks in a manner that would have done 
a contributor to the American Bible Society good to see. Their stay 
in port was short but they found their way to the Bethel twice on the 
Sabbath, and were among the most attentive listeners to the preached 
word. They afterwards brought two Spaniards with them who de- 
sired Bibles, which were furnished them.” 

It is very earnestly hoped that the war may not break out at this 
port, and arrest a work so full of promise, and now doubly needed since 
the destruction of the Bethel at Canton. But “ man proposes—God 
disposes.” 


. _ FUH CHAU. 
This is one of the five Chinese ports opened by treaty to foreigners. 
An application has very recently been made to this Board by Rev. R. 
S. Maclay, Missionary of the Methodist Episcopal Foreign Missionary 
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Society, for the appointment of a Chaplain to that port. It appears 
from his communication, and the accompanying letters of the American 
and British consuls that the foreign commerce there is very large and is 
rapidly increasing. Not less than one hundred and seventy five vessels 
arrived there in 1856, with an aggregate of more than 3,000 men. The 
number of seamen in port at one time is rarely under 200, frequently 
600, and sometimes 1,000. In consequence of the war at Canton, 
which, at last advices, had not reached Fuh Chau, it was expected the 
arrivals would be much more numerous the present year. The anchor- 
age for foreign ships is at Pagoda Island, about 10 miles below the 
city, which renders it impracticable for the missionaries resident in the 
city to reach the foreign community at the anchorage with their minis- 
trations. 

It is stated that the merchants of that port will, at their own 
expense, provide a Bethel, with suitable apartments for the Chaplain 
and his family, and will cordially co-operate in every practicable mea- 
sure for accomplishing the object of their mission. ‘They ask only that 
this society will appoint the Chaplain, and support him while on the 
field. The application is endorsed by the signatures of some fifty of 
the leading firms, American and British, together with the American 
and British consuls, and all the Missionaries resident at Fuh Chau. 

- This appeal, so interesting in itself, and so manifestly sent to us by 
Providence, the Board feel constrained to pass onward to the churches 
and Christian public for a reply. How can they with a debt already 
incurred of more than $4,000, assume the responsibility of complying 
with it? How shall they, with any regard for the honor of our American 
Christianity, or for the souls of seamen having none to care for them on 
the opposite side of the globe, refuse it. Brethren—disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ—we ask you, What shall we do? : 


DOMESTIC OPERATIONS. 


Under this head we include, as usual, the operations of the American 
8. F. Society in our ports, and such notices of the labors of other Socie- 
ties, auxiliary, and co-operating with it as may serve to give a general 
view of the entire cause during the year. 


PORTLAND. 


Rev. Samu. H. Merritt, Chaplain. 
Captain T, OC. Battzy, Superintendent Sailor's Home. 


Mr. Merrill, in transmitting his annual report at the close of his first 
year of labor, estimates the number of seamen employed in the trade of 
that port at 10,500. Regular services have been held at the Bethel 
with a general good attendance. The visible results of the year have 
been, 1. An addition of eight to the Bethel Church; 2. a marked im- 
provement in the appearance of the congregation on the Sabbath; 3. 
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the hopeful conversion of nine souls, besides serious impressions effected 
on the minds of others. Mr. M. is in the employ of the A. S. F. 
Society. 

The Sailor’s Home has prospered. The number of sailors who have 
boarded there for a longer or shorter time during the year has been 591. 

The Rev. J. R. French formerly chaplain of the A. S F. Society, at 
this port, and recently agent for the cause in Maine,has gone to his rest. 
He was a good man and a faithful friend of the sailor. His end was 
peace. 


SALEM. 
Rev. Micuart Cariton, Chaplain. 


Mr. ©. informs us that they have a neat and convenient Bethel which 
will seat about 400, and in favorable weather the congregations nearly 
fill the house. It is sustained by voluntary contributions from the 
churches and individuals of different denominations, with the collections 
taken on the Sabbath, the rent of a portion of the pews, and the cellar 
under the house. 

The Sabbath School is in a flourishing state, numbering about 130 
scholars and teachers. During the last year the school has been fur- 
nished with a very good library, costing about $60. The monthly con- 
cert of prayer for seamen is well attended, and generally interesting. 

_ Mr. C. is now in the 25th year of his labors for seamen in Salem and 
has been blessed therein by the hopeful conversion of souls. 


BOSTON. 


1. Boston Sreamen’s F'rrenp Society. 


Rey. Exiuan Ketioae, Chaplain, 
Joun O. Cuany, Superintendent Sailor's Home. 


The Boston Seamen’s Friend Society is a branch of the American 
S. F. Society, having for its immediate field of labor the Port of Boston 
It is independent in its organization, at the same time acting as an 
auxiliary of the National Society in the general cause. - Its secretary, 
Rey, 8. W. Hanks, acts as District Secretary of the latter for Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. Kellogg continues his efficient and useful labors at the Mariner’s 
Church, Three services are maintained on the Sabbath, and though 
the attendance is commonly not large upon any one Sabbath, the whole 
number who attend during the year is probably equal to the largest 
congregations in the city. The Sabbath School contains 100 members. 

During the year 2,850 sailors have boarded at the Home, making in 
all 29,313 who have come under the influence of the institution ‘since its 
establishment in 1836, 130 shipwrecked and destitute seamen have 
been aided gratuitously with board and clothing during the year, at an 
expense of $650. 

The friends of the cause will be glad to learn that the number of sea- 
men who patronize the Home is increasing from year to year, evincing 
the interest which sailors themselves feel in the institution. During the 
last vear a sailor who died in a distant hospital gave to the Home all his 
earthly possessions, consisting of 134 dollars in money, a silver watch, 
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and chest of clothes, saying that “the Home was the only place that 
ever befriended him.” 

In the department of book and tract distribution 800,000 pages of 
valuable reading matter have been furnished, mostly to seamen going on 
long voyages. The well selected library and reading room at the 
+ ang continue to offer their advantages to all who choose to enjoy 
them. 

The collections for the cause from Massachusetts, during the year, in 
behalf of the Societies—National and Boston—have been $9034 31, of 
which there was paid into the treasury of the former, $5,041 47. 


2. Boston Port Soctery, 
Rey. E. T. Taytor, Chaplain. Bethel North Square. 


From the Annual Report of this Society, we learn that the attendance 
of seamen on the ministry of “ Father Taylor” continues to be large, 
and that the afternoon and evening services are frequently crowded to 
the utmost capacity of the house. 


3. Boston Baptist Berne Society. 
Rev. Puarneas Stow, Chaplain. 


Mr. 8. reports an average attendance upon the Sabbath of 100 sea- 
men. Interesting conversions have occurred, and several hundreds have 
taken the temperance pledge. More than a thousand volumes of books 
have been furnished to seamen, mostly on board our naval ships. 

The receipts into the treasury of this Society during the year were 
$2,303 58. 


4, Hpiscopan Missions ror SEAMEN. 


Rev. Joun P. Rosinson. Free Church of St. Mary’s for Satlors. 
Rev. Joun Irwin. 


The 12th Annual Report of Mr. Robinson records a good degree of 
rosperity for the year. ‘ Never have the congregations averaged a 
ane number of seamen, never have this class been more seriously at- 
tentive, never has there been more pleasing evidence that the gospel of 
Christ, truly preached, has been blessed by Him who alone can give the 
increase.” 
Mr. Irwin reports an attendance at his chapel of from 50 to 100. 


5. Marine Misston at Lares, 


Cart. T. V. Sutxivan continues his labors as in former years. The 
expenditures of the Mission have been about $1,500. 


6. Bosron Sramen’s Arp Society. 
N. Hamitton, Superintendent of Mariners’ House, North Square. 


'The Mariner’s House is reported as in a prosperous condition ; the 
number of boarders during the year having been 1,769. 
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NEW BEDFORD. 


Ruy. Moszs Howe, Chaplain. 
Jas. Stusss, Superintendent Sailors’ Home. 


The 27th Annual Report of the N. B. Port Society presents a “some 
what unpromising” view of the seamen’s cause in that city. “Although 
religious services on the Sabbath, and on Monday evenings have been 
held as usual, and these, no doubt, have been the means of preventing 
much evil in some, and of encouraging others to do good, yet the mul- 
titude has not been reached, and made wise unto salvation.” 

“The extent and power of the allurements to vice in our midst are 
not fully realized as yet by the entire community.” 

“The Ladies Branch of the Society continues its efforts to meet the 
wants of sick seamen, and to supply such as are destitute with 
clothing.” , 

One hundred and thirty seven ships sailed from this port, manned by 
3,408 men. The subscriptions to the funds of the Society have been 
renewed for five years, and its finances thus placed on a firm basis. 
The Managers say, that “though to a superficial observer a view of our 
operations may seem disheartening, to us it is far otherwise. We 
believe the influence of the Bethel for good is felt to-day on board hun- 
dreds of our ships in different parts of the world, and with this we are 
content.” 


PROVIDENCE.—Rev. H. Fuiron, Missionary. 


Mr, F., who had previously labored in this port, was at the instance 
of several leading citizens of that place received in part under pay of the 
American 8. F. Society in August last. He reports the number of 
vessels, mostly coasters, arriving in the district, in 1856, to have been 
5,968. He has been assiduous in his labors, in preaching, visiting, dis- 
tributing tracts and Testaments, &c. Six hopeful conversions have 
taken place, and twenty drunkards have been reformed. The labors of 
the missionary are well received among seamen, and his prospects of 
success, under the Divine blessing, are good. 


NEW YORK. 
1. Amertcan Seamen’s Frienp Society, 


Rey. Ora Herxtanp, Missionary. 
Carr. Daniex Tracy, Superintendent of Sailor’s Home. 
Mr. Ausro Lyon, Superintendent of Colored do. do. 


Mr, Hetuanp is laboring in the joint’ employ of the American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society, and the New York Port Society. He maintains 
a regular weekly service in the Danish language, at which the attend- 
ance is good, and increasing. Many seamen speaking the Danish and 
Swedish languages are here made acquainted with the way of salvation. 
Twenty profess to have been converted to Christ, a considerable portion 
of whom have united with the Mariner’s Church. 

Mr, H. has abounded in the appropriate labors of a missionary and a 
colporteur, having made 276 visits to boarding houses, besides a consid- 
erable number to hospitals and vessels, conversed with 1,447 persons on 
the subject of religion, and distributed Bibles, tracts, magazines, &e. 
The results of all these labors can be known only when seen in eternity 
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Tue Sattor’s Home, 190 Cuerry Srreetr—This Institution has 
now completed 15 years since it was opened for boarders, and gives 
constantly increasing evidence of its great usefulness in the work of 
evangelizing seamen. It has had 2,940 inmates during the year, making 
an aggregate from the first of 50,096. The number of shipwrecked and 
destitute seamen the past year was 159, and the amount appropriated 
for their relief in board and clothing was $565 25. 

The Board are endeavoring to make the Home, as nearly as possible 

consistently with its best influence, a self-supporting institution. 
The rent received by the Society for the use of the clothing 
store connected therewith is $500 per annum, which nearly equals the 
amount paid the present year for the destitute and shipwrecked, leav- 
ing for the society little but the repairs of the building and fixtures, with 
taxes, and insurance. It is believed that, by a wise economy, 
the institution may be sustained upon this footing permanently, 
accomplishing a great amount of good for the sailor, at a very trifling 
annual expense. 
_ The spiritual condition of the Home for the past year has been pecu- 
liarly gratifying. In xddition to the regular daily worship, and the 
weekly prayer meetings, a morning prayer meeting has, for the past six 
months been maintained in one of the boarder’s rooms in the upper story. 
All these services have been well attended, and often the exercises have 
been of thrilling interest. Many a sailor, with bronzed features, and 
rough exterior, has here melted into tears under the story of the cross, 
confessed his sins, and declared his purpose, henceforth, to live for the 
Savior. About sixty have hopefully passed from death to life, a con- 
siderable portion of whom have united with the various Bethel churches 
of the city. Several have made one or more voyages since then and 
have returned to testify that the ocean itself has no power to quench the 
flame of divine love, once kindled by grace in the soul. From others let- 
ters have been received, expressing often in touching language, the grati- 
tude of the writers for their kindness experienced at the Home the fidelity 
with which Capt. Tracy, the Superintendent, and otheis Jaboring there 
had sought their spiritual welfare, and above all for the Divine mercy 
which had met them, and filled their hearts with joy and peace, in 
believing. 

A large amount of reading matter, Bibles, tracts, religious volumes, 
&c., have been given away at the Home, and sent abroad upon the sea. 
None of the seamen who have gone forth from there have had it to say 
that they went without having offered to them the means for their in- 
struction and salvation. 


Mr. Joun Byrne, the sailor mentioned in connection with the Honolulu 
station as having been converted by reading a Testament given him by 
Mr. Damon, and in whose room the morning prayer meeting has been 
held, has labored for the spiritual good of his fellow-seamen with great 
diligence, and with manifest tokens of the Divine blessing. He is now 
employed as a Bible colporteur among the boarding houses and vessels 
in this port. 


Tur Cotorep Samor’s Homz has been continued at 20 Vandewater 
street, with its usual prosperity. The whole number of seamen board- 
ing in it during the year was 286, of whom 52 were in destitution, and 


306 SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. [June, 


Oe IN ae 


received aid in board and clothing to the amount of $432 54. The 
Board appropriate $300 annually to aid Mr. Lyon in the supply of the 
destitute, and in the maintenance of the Home. 

The inmates of this house attend worship to some extent with the 
colored congregations in this city, and occasionally religious services are 
held at the house. The influence of the instititution is salutary in pro- 
moting temperance and good morals, and is greatly beneficial to this 
very needy class of men. 


Surrs Lisranims are furnished, as far as possible, comprising religious 
and other useful books for the benefit of officers and crews at sea. This 
is an important mode of doing good to the sailor, and the Board regret 
their want of means to employ it far more extensively. The number of 
volumes thus supplied during the year was 870 at a cost of $216 26. 


Tue Satnor’s Macazme is published monthly as heretofore. The re- 
gular issue is 8,500 copies, which are distributed as follows: 


To Life Directors and Members, - - - 4630 copies’ 

i = 4 Boston 8. F. Soe POs 

“ oi Am. Bethel Soe. P2978 
Benevolent Societies and Pastors = - - - s00°=" 
Chaplains abroad ~ - oe 150, "Ss 
Chaplains and City Missionaries for distribution 

among seamen . - - - - - oN 1% 
Agents in different ports fs - - - S50 7" 
Subscribers - - : - na Be ~ £300) 86 

8500 


2. THB SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN IN THE PORT 
OF NEW YORK. 


Rev. Cuarues J. Jones, Pastor Mariner's Church. 
Rev. Ova Hetpann, Missionary. 
L. P. Husparp, Agent. 


The past has been an eventful year in the history of the Port Society. 
Although the services at the Bethel have been maintained nearly 40 
years, yet a distinct church organization was not effected till March 2, 
1856. At that time the “ Mariner’s Church” was organized on an in- 
dependent basis having no ecclesiastical connection with any denomina- 
tion. Its internal affairs are managed by an Executive Council of seven, 
viz., “the Pastor and six others who are to be chosen annually by the 
Board of Directors of the Port Society, four of them from their own 
body, who shall be members in good standing of evangelical churches 
and represent at least three different denominations, and two from the 
communicants of this church.” At its organization it consisted of 60 
members, who have increased during the past thirteen months to 156, of 
whom 124 were received on the profession of their faith. 

During the year more than 1,000 seamen visited Mr. Jones at 
his study for consultation on temporal and spiritual matters, especially 
the latter. Two seamen, members of the church, have commenced their 
studies preparatory to the gospel ministry. 
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The Sabbath school, founded in 1818, is in a Hourishing condition 
having 30 teachers and 171 pupils. The concert of prayer for seamen 
is held monthly, when letters are read from pious sailors abroad exhibit- 
ing gratifying evidence of the fidelity and zeal with which they perform 
a true missionary work wherever they go. The church on these oc- 
casions is well filled, and they are meetings of much interest. 

In the purchase of the beautiful and spacious church edifice on the 
corner of Madison and Catherine streets for $40,000 the Port Society 
incurred a debt of about $20,600 which has since been reduced one half. 
Mr. L. P. Hubbard, so long known in connection with this cause, is 
making efforts, under the direction of the Society, to liquidate the en- 
tire amount, and with encouraging success. 


3. EPISCOPAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY FOR SEAMEN, 


Rev. B. C. C. Parxer, Floating Bethel E. River. 
Rev. J. M. Warts, do. do. N. River. 
Rey. E. F. Remtveroy, Missionary at large. 

J. Marrerr, Superintendent New Sailor's Home. 


The annual report states that the Society is prospering. The aver* 
age attendance at each of the floating chapels is 110. At the E. R. 
Chapel there have been during tae year 67 baptisms; 21 marriages; 11 
funerals, and 9 persons admitted to communion. Toseamen leaving port 
there have been distributed 105 Bibles; 165 Testaments; 103 prayer 
books; 1,400 miscellaneous and religious books, and 23,000 pages of 
tracts, At the N. R. Chapel there have been during the year 13 bap- 
tisms; 1 marriage. 4 funerals, and 7 new communicants. Distributed 
120 Bibles; 100 Testaments; 87 prayer books, and over 30,000 pages 
of tracts. The Missionary at large has preached in the street 78 times 
to congregations varying fron 100 to 250, and has distributed 375 Bible 
255 prayer books, and 103,000 pages of tracts. He has also baptized 
23 children, and attended 4 funerals. Receipts of the Society during 
the year, on Disposable Fund, $9,120 49; expenditures, $8,362 24; re- 
ceipts to Parent Fund, $9,004 30; expenditures from same, $5,862 25. 
A bequest of $3,500 was received from the late Mrs. Ann Jay, and one 
of $1,000 from the late Miss Ann Kinsey, of Brooklyn. The Board of 
Managers require an income of $5,000 to sustain their present enter- 

rizes. 

About 800 seamen have been accommodated at the new Sailor’s 


Home during the year. 


4, METHODIST CHAPELS. 
Rev. O. G. Hepsrrom, Pastor, Swedish Bethel Mission, N. R. 
Rev. Newman, Assistant Pastor, do. do. 
Rev. Wm. Corsirr, Cherry street Chapel. 

The history of the Swedish Bethel, N. R., during the eleven years of 
its existence is full of interest. It was the first effort in behalf of the 
Scandinavians in this port, and from it have already gone forth therty 
Scandinavian missionaries laboring in this country, and ¢Aree in the 
father land. The membership of seamen and emigrants among this peo- 


ple is one thousand and seventy-four. : } 
Two pastors and two lay volporteurs are connected with this Bethel, 
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and are pursuing the work with great diligence and very cheering suc- 
cess, The old ship, so long occupied as a chapel, has been replaced by 
the “ John Wesley,” which has been fitted up in a neat and commodious 
manner, at an expense of $10,000. The prospects of the mission are 1n 
the highest degree encouraging. 

he Chapel in Cherry street has been greatly blessed the past winter, 
A considerable number of seamen have been hopefully converted. The 
attendance has been full. 


5. BAPTIST BETHEL, 234 CHERRY ST. 
Rev. Ira R. Stewarp, Pastor. 


This Bethel enjoys its usual degree of prosperity. Its debt has been 
paid off, and, with the help of a few contributions from other sources, it 
is self-sustaining. 


6. MARINER’S FAMILY INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY. 
Mrs. C. W. Hawkins, First Directress. 


This is an association of ladies engaged in providing aid for the fami- 
"lies of seamen by furmshing them employment. It has had from 70 to 
80 employees within the year. Their receipts, chiefly from sales of 
clothing, were $5,963 04. It maintains also an ‘“‘ Asylum” on Staten 


Island for aged and indigent female relatives of seamen, having at pre- 
sent thirty-five inmates. 


7. THE SEAMEN’S SAVINGS’ BANK. 


This institution still performs its kind office in behalf of the sailor, re- 
ceiving the savings of his wages, taking care of them for him, and re- 
turning them whenever desired with interest. It is a true sailor’s friend 
and worthy of his entire confidence. We are glad that it enjoys 
such proofs of pussessing that confidence, having received from sea- 
men during the past year more than $320,000 on deposite, and having 


an aggregate in all of two and a half millions of dollars belonging to 
that class, 


8. THE MARINE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 


This organization was commenced in 1888 and has had a long and 
extensive career of usefulness. It is cheering to visit the reading-room 
of the Sailor’s Home and behold the walls decorated with certificates of * 
membership in the Society, hung there in neat gilt frames, by seamen 
when leaving for sea, Many a sailor has found the pledge the sheet 
anchor which alone kept him from drifting on the rocks of ruin. New 
accessions are constantly being made to the Society, and at the present 
time it has more than 30,000 names enrolled as members. 


9, BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETIES, 


Large grants of books for distribution among seamen have been made 
during the year by the above Societies. The N. Y. Bible Society, 
through Mr. J. 8. Pierson, Marine Agent, distributed 24,534 Bibles and 
Testaments, among 1,453 vessels, partly for use among the crews on 
board, and partly for emigrants and for circulation in foreign ports, 


+ 


* 
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The American and New York City Tract Societies have granted a total 
amount of 6,931,715 pages of tracts and bound volumes for the same 
purposes. The good seed has been scattered “beside all waters,” and 


has already given many tokens of a blessed harvest of good to souls 
which shall ultimately be reaped from it. 


BROOKLYN. 


Rev. E. O. Bares, William street Bethel, Atlantic Dock. 
Rev. Witiiam Burnerr, Bethel 39 Main street. 

The William street Bethel is connected with the Methodist Confer- 
ence The chapel was fitted up about three years ago, at an expense 
of $9,000, and will accommodate about 300 persons. The Sabbath 
school embraces 160 children. A considerable number of lightermen, 
canal-boat men, &c., besides seamen attend worship in the chapel, and 
about 20 conversions have taken place there during the year. 

“ Father Burnett” still continues his labors at his Bethel, besides a 
regular service on the Sabbath on board the receiving ship North Caro- 
lina. He reports several conversions, among them that of a soldier of 
the Revolution now in his 104th year. Numbers also have signed 
the temperance pledge. This establishment is supported mostly by 
subscriptions and donations, by the citizens of Brooklyn, amounting 
to about $1,000 per annum. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
1, PENNSYLVANIA SEAMEN’S FRiEND SOCIETY. 
Joun H. Casstpy, Superintendent Sailor’s Home. 


The last annual Report of this Society announces the continued use- 
fulness of the Home and its excellent Superintendent. Pious clergy- 
men of different denominations preach to the inmates every Tuesday 
evening. During the last two years many of the boarders have united 
with the various churches in the city. The number of boarders during the 
year had been : 00, of whom 45 were shipwrecked and destitute. Bibles 
and Testaments had been distributed amounting to 9,492 copies. 

The Female Branch of this Society report relief extended to 55 fami- 
hes, 48 widows, and 53 seamen. 

An arrangement has recently been effected between the Pennsylvania 
§. F. Society and the Am. Seamen’s Friend Society which is expected 
will enlarge the resources of both. The surplus funds are to be paid 
into the treasury of the latter. 


2. THE EASTBURN BETHEL. 
Rev. J. B. Rietey, Pastor. 


Mr. R. has abounded in labors for seamen during the year, preaching, 
visiting vessels, and families, distributing Bibles, tracts, &c. His au- 
diences have much increased, and many, he trusts, have truly turned to 
the Lord, The number of additions to the church was 15. The press 
has aided very greatly these efforts in behalf of the sailor, and an in- 
creasing interest in the cause is felt by the citizens generally. . 

An illustration of the usefulness of these labors was seen In the: case 
of a young sailor who was hopefully converted at the Home. Sailing 


shortly after to Galveston, he fell a victim to the yellow fever, which 
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was then raging in that city. His dying words, as reported by a pious 
shipmaster, were, “ Tell Mr. Ripley and Mr, Cassidy to pray on for the 
sailor, for when he gets to sea he thinks.” ; 

The Episcopalians and Methodists have each a Bethel in the city, the 
former of whom will probably build a new chapel soon. 


BALTIMORE. 


Rev. G. H. Day, S:amen’s Union Bethel. 
Rey. G. G. Broox, Satlor’s City Bithel. 
Epwagp Kirsy, Superintendent Satrlor’s Home. 


We have learned only that Mr. Day succeeds Mr. Sewell in the Union 
Bethel, and that the congregation and Sabbath schools are increasing. 
The Home is in a prosperous condition. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. 
Syztvester Scott, Missionary. 


Preaching to seamen in this port was commenced anew in the fall of 
1856. ABethel has been established under the auspices of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association, in which the pastors of the several evan- 
gelical churches preach alternately. A Sunday school is about being 
established, and a temperance boarding house for sailors is greatly 
needed. 


CHARLESTON. 


CHARLESTON PORT SOCIETY. 


Rev. Wm. B. Yates, Chaplain. 
Mrs. Mary Wurtz, Superintendent Sailor's Home. 


This Society, one among the oldest in this country, maintains a vigor- 
ous existence and is doing much for the sailor. The attendance at the 
Bethel has been larger the past winter than for several years previous. 
Twelve seamen have given gratifying evidence of having received the 
converting grace of God, and a number have left under very serious 
impressions. A considerable number of Bibles, Testaments, prayer 
books, and tracts, with many volumes of the publications of the Tract 
Society have been distributed. ‘ These,” says Mr. Y., “I bave found 
very necessary in my labors, particularly to those who have been 
brought under serious impressions, who have been obliged to leave 
in the midst of that personal instruction so necessary to this class 
of men. To such I have often given one of these volumes best 
suited to his case, and upon several occasions, as I have learned 
afterwards, these little books have, under the Divine guidance, completed 
the work begun in the Bethel.” 

The temperance cause is carried forward, and weekly meetings are 
sustained. Several cheering cases of reform have been witnessed. 

The Sailor’s Home is well patronized, having had during the year 520 
boarders. $7,770 have been deposited by the seamen with Mrs. White, 
the savings of their wages. 


See wee 
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MOBILE, 


Rev. A. McGtasuay, Chaplain. 
Henry Parsons, Superintendent Sailor's Home. 


Mf. McG. writes to us: “I would acknowledge, with profound grati- 
tude, God’s goodness in blessing the truth preached in the Bethel Church 
to seamen. . Our night meetings especially have often been very solemn 
and interesting, and, not unfrequently the anxious would follow me to 
my study to receive instruction and to be prayed with, and not a few, 
we trust, were savinely converted to God. The most of these sailors 
could not remain sufficiently long in Mobile to join the Bethel Church 
by a profession of faith, but have gone on their way rejoicing, and will 
unite with the people of God in church covenant elsewhere. 

** The Sailors’ Home, such as it is, has been well kept by Mr. Parsons, 
who has had charge of it since last May.” 


MOBILE BAY. 
Rev. S. J. Parker, M. D., Physician and Chaplain. 


The Port of Mobile is one of the chief centers of the cotton trade in 
the South, second only to New Orleans. The city is situated at the 
head of the Bay, 30 miles from the Gulf of Mexico. Owing to the 
shallowness of the water large ships cannot go up to the town, and are 
oliged to lie at anchor in the Bay and have their cargoes brought down 
in steamers and lighters. Hence it results that great numbers of ves- 
sels are lying there at the same time, during the shipping season, and 
their crews have no access to Home, Hospital, or Chapel, or any other 
means of spiritual good. A floating Bethel has accordingly been moored 
in the Bay. fitted up asa chapel, hospital, and dispensary, under the di- 
rection of Rev. Dr. Parker, designed to furnish the necessary supplies for 
healing the maladies of both the souls and bodies of 25,000 seamen who 
annually visit that port. The establishment is now sustained, apart 
from its receipts for hospital service, by the Am. 8. F. Society. 

Dr. P. has performed the numerous duties of this important institu- 
tion during the shipping season with great assiduity. On the Sabbath 
the Bethel flag is raised, and from the surrounding vessels is gathered a 


congregation to worship in this ‘‘ house of God.” The attendance has 


not been large at one time, yet in the aggregate very considerable num- 
bers have been instructed in the things of salvation. Quite a number of 
hopeful conversions have taken place, “ more,” says the Chaplain, “ than 
last year, though I have, perhaps, received their expressions with more 
distrust. Several have been longer under my care, and while they feel 
the temptations of seamen, are resolute in their hopes and determinations 
to be religious.” 

Dr. P. gives- an interesting account of the pilots in the Bay, and of 
their spiritual destitutions. “Some four miles east of Mobile Light is 
a fine sandy beach on the inner side of the Bay. As you approach it 
from the water a dozen good houses dot themselves in among the mag- 
nolias, the live oaks, and other peculiar southern trees, and the spread- 
ing palmetto expands its many and pointed leaves. The landscape is 
peculiar and very interesting. Itis an evergreen spot, wanung only 
the breadfruit and cocoa nut trees to be likea South Sea Island. On this 
spot most of the pilots have “ squatted,” for who owns the land no one 
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knows. They hear the roar of the surf day and night outside, and 
watch the inbound ships and other sail, and see ‘ the fleet’ and outward 
sail; and sheltered by a reef of sand anchor their sailing craft. But, 
removed from all but themselves, they have no religious meetings of 
any kind. A funeral service which I held among them is probably the 
only religious meeting they had had for three or four years.” 

The hospital has been well sustained, and has done much good. Bible 
and tract distribution has been carried forward. The institution is 
growing in favor, and is one of much importance in its beneficial influ- 
ences upon seamen in Mobile Bay. 


NEW ORLEANS. 
F. Ricxerrs, Superintendent Satlor’s Home. 

This very important port, the third in the number and tonnage of 
the ships visiting it in the United States, is sadly deficient in provision 
for the spiritual welfare of seamen. The Salior’s Home will only accom- 
modate about 80 boarders. It has been filled the past winter, and at 
times large numbers of sailors have been refused admission for want of 
room. The Home is now in process of rebuilding, and will, when com- 
pleted, accommodate 200. The whole number of inmates curing the 
year has been 1656. Great abuses exist in this port, in consequence 
of the violence and lawlessness of boarding-house keepers. In repeated 
instances sailors have been badly beaten on attempting to go to the Home, 
and the most desperate measures are resorted to by the land-sharks to 
retain them within their power. 

There is a Bethel in the lower part of the city, four miles from the 
Home; the name of the minister is not stated. 


SAN FRANCISCO. 


Lavies’ Seamen’s Friznp Soctery. 
Rev. Gro. E. Davis, Pastor Mariner's Church. 
Freperick Henne, Superintendent Sailor's Home. 


The first organization upon the Pacific Coast, in behalf of seamen 
was effected in June last, by the ladies of San Francisco. With the char- 
acteristic benevolence of the sex, which was— 

“ Last at the cross and earliest at the grave,” 
they applicd themselves to the noble work of providing the means of 
spiritual and physical good to the thousands of seamen who thronged 
that great seaport, A Bethel edifice has been built, a church gathered, 
a Sailor’s Home opened, and all put into vigorous and successful opera- 
tion in less than a single year. 

The principal events connected with the history of this enterprise are 
stated in a letter from Mr. Davis, the Pastor of the Mariners’ Church, 
which, from its great interest, we cannot forbear giving at length. Mr. 
D. is an uneducated man, having been many years a sailor, but is certi- 
fied by the ladies as\ “a good and useful man, who can sympathize with 
seamen, and approach them acceptably—zealous and devoted to the 
cause.” 

San Francisco, March 4, 1857. 
Dear Brerturen, 

It is two years since I commenced preaching to seamen. Ihave been 
to sea all my life, and boarded at the Sailor’s Home in New York and 
many other places, and I thank God for Sailor’s Homes. I came to 
California in ’49, the first mate of a ship,—have been second mate and 
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first mate for eight years. I came to get gold, but I found a Savior; 
and feeling the love of Christ in my soul, what could I do but feel for 
my brother seamen. In the part of the city where all the sailor board- 
ing-houses are located, there ‘was needed a Bethel. I commenced in a 
store on Pacific street, near the steamboat landing, and God has helped 
me. As the house was not tight for the rainy season we commenced 
building the “ Union Mariner’s Church” on Clark-street. The build- 
ing is of wood, 30 feet by 55, plastered and neat inside, and will seat 
about 300 seamen. We have a sabbath school of 40 scholars, preaching 
three times on the Sabbath; a Bethel prayer meeting on Tuesday even- 
ing, also a temperance meeting once a week. The house is paid for all 
but $75. We rent the ground. The house cost $2,700. The Sailor’s — 
Home has commenced near our church, and now we may thank God, 
and hope for the sailor. We have had some conversions, and would, 
doubtless, have more, if we had help. I have been almost alone, but 
not alone—for the sailor’s God has been with me. I hrve a wife and 
five children, and work for their support, so that I only have two or 
three evenings in the week to study my sermons, but I trust in God. 

_ We shall organize an independent church of Christ for seamen next 
Sabbath, on the same basis as the Mariner’s Church in New York. We 
hold our meetings every evening this week, and God is giving us some 
souls for his fold. 

May God bless you and all those that love the sailor, and may we 
meet many of them in the kingdom of his grace is the prayer of 
GEO. E. DAVIS, Pastor Mariners’ Church. , 


From the Secretary of the Ladies’ S. F. Society, we learn that the 
Home was dedicated on the 10th of Feb., and on the 18th there were 
26 boarders. Several clippers were also daily expected, from which it 
was hoped that the number of boarders would increase. 

The movement seems to have been favored by many of the most influ- 
ential citizens in thatplace, who in public meetings expressed their appre- 
ciation of the enterprise, and pledyed toit their support. With the suc- 
cessful operation of these institutions, so auspiciously begun in San 
Francisco, we car with our beloved brother, heartily ‘thank God, and 
hope for the sailor.” 

Mr. Davis furnishes in addition the following interesting statistics of 
the shipping at that port for the year 1856 :— 


No. of vessels. Tonnage. Seamen. 

Arrived. 1,445 440,015 17,983 

Departed. 1,283 : 445,867 ~ 18,211 
Amount of freight money paid $ 4,592,204 
as be i for N. Y~ alone, 2,207,180 
Amount of treasure entrusted to seamen in 1856 50,697,434 
; Exports, 4,270,515 
e From 1852 (four years) 294,042,090 


Number of passengers, whose lives were entrusted to the care of 
seamen :— 


Men. Women. Children. Total. 

Arrived. 20,940 5,244 2,081 28,265 
Departed, 20,909 1,348 646 22,903 
41,849 6,592 2,727 > BYES 


A total of 51,168 lives! 
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ALBANY) NY 
Rev. Jonn Minzs, Pastor “ Albany Bethel.” 


This is an independent organization, conducted by a board of man- 
agers, and sustained chiefly by the merchants of the city, aided by sab- 
bath collections. The interest in the establishment has revived during 
the year. Mr. M. is laboring with great assiduity. He reports 30 
hopeful conversions. “ Tracts are regular:y distributed on the vessels in 
port, and the boatmen are invited to attend the house of God. The 
congregations have been large; while warm-hearted friends have been 
raised up on every hand, To God bethe praise.” 


BUFFALO. 


American Betuet Sociery. 
Rev. Timotuy Srittman, Secretary. 


This society has recently been brought into more intimate connection 
with the American S. F. Society, and will hereafter act as an ausiliary 
to it, paying over its surplus revenues in aid of the foreign work. 
Under this arrangement Mr. Stillman has been appointed “ District 
Secretary of the Am. 8. F. Society for Western N.Y.” 

The operations of the Society on the Lakes, Rivers, and Canals of the 
interior have been continued as heretofore, and with very favorable 
results. They report a reformation in the external character of the 
men and boys employed on the canals of this State, which does not fail . 
to attract the notice of all familiar with these thoroughfares, and draw 
forth the acknowledgment that they are worthy of the sympathies and 
co-opcra‘ion alike of every patriot and christian. 

Their chaplains and missionaries together with those under the direc- 
tion of the “ Western Seamen’s Friend Society,” located at Cieveland 
number Fifty One. They reportthe death of Dea. James H. Seymour, 
who has for twelve years been a faithful and successful missionary on 
the Delaware and Hudson Canal, who departed with his armor one. 


FINANCES. 


The receipts of the American Seamen’s Friend Society from all sour- 
ces during the year ending May 1st, including a small balance from last 
year were $27,520 95, and the expenditures $29,481 76. Of these 
amounts $3,992 84 were raised and expended by the Boston Branch 
Were those of all the auxiliaries and local societies included the amount 
would reach nearly $100,000. 


RESULTS. 


We have thus détailed, though imperfectly, the operations of 
another year in behalf of the sailor, Though marked by no unusual 
success, they present still much to cheer us with the magnitude and 
usefulnes of our work, and to encourage its more vigorous prosecution. 
From nearly every station at home and abroad come reports of the 
hopeful conversion of seamen, the one great end for which all Christian 


— > 


1857.) SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. 315 


effort should be expended, and which in the case of the humblest indi- 
vidual, awakens joy in the presence of the angels. Much also has been 
done to alleviate the sufferings of the sick and disabled, to affurd religi- 
ous counsel and instruction, to reclaim from vice, and in various waysim- 
prove the moral and physical condition of the sailor. The usefulness 
of a chaplain is not to be measured by the number who, on any given 
Sabbath, may attend at his Bethel. It is to be found in the hospital 
and the Home; on the decks of vessels visited for religious conversa- 
tion; in cabins and forecastles supplied with the Word of God, and 
suitable reading ; in a thousand streams of religious influence, radiating 
from the station and extending wherever American commerce goes. 
Seamen must be reached, not in masses;but as individuals. They are 
ever changing—now here—and now there—isolated from others—without 
coherence among themselves. While the work can show no such mag- 
nificent results as some others, no nation born in a day, no churches 
of thousands of members, reclaimed from heathen degradation to the 
gospel, it still appeals to an intelligent fuith as a means of untold good 
to a much neglected class of men; and, as one of those institutions by 
which the most glowing visions of prophecy respecting the future of the 
world are to be fulfilled. 


GROWTH OF THE SEAMEN’S CAUSE. 


As we look back to the time when the first Bethel Flag was unfurled 
in the port of London, and note how Christian hearts responded to the 
call from the ocean, as we see our own city catching the flume, and 
organizing in 1818 the “ Society for promoting the Gospel among Sea- 
men in the Port of New York,” followed by similar movements in Bos- 
ton and Philadelphia, in 1819; in Charleston, in 1822; in Portland, 
and New Orleans, in 1223; in Albany and Norfolk in 1824, with numer- 
ous others, both on the seaboard and in the interior, so that in six years 
about seventy societies were in operation, we are struck with the readi- 
ness with which, under God, the hearts of Christians awoke to this new 
call of benevolence. Onward the cause has gone, so that now the most 
important ports along our whole coast, the Pacific included, have per- 
manent provision for the sailor, and abroad at numerous stations he is 
hailed on his arrival by his best friend, the Chaplain, while the Bethel 
Flag has circumnavigated the globe, and is everywhere known as the 
signal calling to prayer and the service of God. These two-score 
years of labor in this ripe field have been rich in blessed fruits; on the 
sea in national and private vessels; in the Bethels, at home and abroad, 
in precious droppings of mercy ; and in numerous instances large out- 
pourings of the Divine Spirit, resulting in the conversion of whole 
crews, or a majority of them, to God. Thus, while other benevolent 
efforts have enjoyed the seal of Divine approval, the cause of the sailor 
has also been near the heart of the Master. We are constrained to say, 
and we do it thankfully and adoringly, “ This is the Lord’s doing and 
it is marvelous in our eyes.” 


PRINCIPLES AND METHODS OF OPERATION. 

As almost an entire generation of the first laborers in this cause have 
gone to their reward, and a new one has succeeded upon whom the 
burden must rest, it seems proper to gather into a brief statement 
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what experience has demonstrated respecting the principles and 
methods by which the work committed to us should be pursued, and 
which may now be regarded as the settled policy of this Society. 


1. It is more and more manifest that the first aim of all our work is 
to bring the Gospel, in all its direct and indirect influences to bear upon 
the heart of the sailor, With this the work began under the full belief 
that the Gospel was “the power of God unto salvation” to every class, 
and as it has advanced, every year has furnished confirmation of this 
truth. Whatever may be the teachings of wordly wisdom, the chris- 
tian mind everywhere recognizes the Gospel as the true and most effec- 
tual elevator, and renovator, arf savior of men; and the church in all 
its branches would regard anything else as a strange doctrine. Accor- 
dingly this should be made a primary object in our work. Our seamen 
should be met everywhere with the Gospel, and our societies be both 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Associations, as their work is both 
domestic and foreign. In every home port of sufficient importance the 
sailor should have his Bethel, and one to break to him the bread of life ; 
and in foreign ports where he may chance to be, should have extended 
to him the warm hand of the sympathizing chaplain. It is true a wise 
Providence should control the selection of all points of labor at home 
and abroad, but with this kept in view the work itself should expand 
and increase in vigor as the wants of our rapidly growing commerce 
and its men require. 

2. It has been demonstrated that every effort should be made to sepa- 
rate the sailor when on shore from the malign social influences which 
surround him. The fact forced itself very early upon the attention of 
those who labored in this cause, that a fearful barrier against all Gospel 
efforts was found in the vile places where the sailor made his home in 
port; that by ministering to his worst passions, and fostering the most 
beastly habits, they sadly diminished the prospect of doing him good. 
Hence the necessity of providing for him better boarding houses, out of , 
which have grown up the Homes which to many a stranger and other- 
wise homeless one, have been a true sanctuary. In these retreats it is 
delightful to know that thousands have enrolled their names on the tem- 
-perance record, and more delightful still many have entered the service 
of the Captain of salvation. These institutions, as far as possible, 
should be sustained and multiplied. 

3. It has become apparent that all possible restraining and elevating 
influences must be employed in behalf of the sailor when on ship board. 
The unhallowed agencies that destroy souls have followed him there, seek~ 
ing by the vilest productions of the press to fasten on him more firmly the 
yoke of sin and Satan. Something in place of these is needed to occupy 
his leisure moments, to supply him with rational themes of conversation, — 
and with innocent entertainment and instruction. A suitable literature 
for the sea has become an object of vast importance, and must receive 
increasing attention. Yet in scarcely any department of the work of 
elevating and saving seamen is more judgment and care necessary. It 
is not every good book that is adapted to awaken the interest, and win 
the heart of a sailor. His peculiarity of feeling, and circumstances 
must be consulted, otherwise be may turn away with indifference, if not 
contempt, from what may be in itself good. It may be said that a 
christian literature for the sea is yet in its infancy; and they who have 


‘ 


1857.) SAILOR’S MAGAZINE. . 317 


” RRR RRR RRR rennet 


traversed the mighty deep, and who handle the pen of a ready writer 
may well give their attention to this forin of doing good. | 

4.-It has become an object needing special attention, and to be pur- 
sued by unabating earnestness, to secure a reform in the prevalent 
modes of shepping and paying crews. The existing and acknowledged 
evils of the present system, are too formidable to be any longer borne in 
silence. It is a question of the gravest import whether many connected 
with the shipping interests are not directly responsible for the greatest 
obstacles now in the way of the sailor’s elevation; pushing on the car 
of business, and crushing without reflection the hopes of many who 
but for the disastrous effects of the usages now prevalent, might be 
reached by christian influences, and saved. The Board are exceedingly 
gratified to know that incipient measures have been taken in this city by 
the Chamber of Commerce, with the co-operation of the most influential 
merchants and ship-owners, to secure a reform of the whole system. 
We have strong hopes that at least something valuable will be effected 
by this movement. But, to do this, and especially to secure permanence 
therein, will require the earnest co-operation, and perseverance of all 
intelligent and liberal minded men. By counsel, by entreaty, by union 
of effort, by the daily press, by every fair instrumentality, this move- 
ment should be urged and defended. The ultimate objects sought may 
for a time be delayed, but the progress towards them must be onward, 
for sound policy no less than humanity demands it. 

5. It is manifestly our duty to give an increased attention to the 

National Marine. In the vessels of our Navy are congregated large 
numbers of men,and among the officers and chaplains are some noble and 
christian hearts. Access, it is believed, may be obtained for religious 
effort to all. Constituted as this Society is of members of various 
christian denominations, it would seem that we might put ourselves in 
such relations to the government as to be heard on the subject of chape« 
Jains and teachers, and even to exert some salutary influence in respect 
to the appointment of men to fill these responsible stations. We have at 
east ground for encouragement in efforts to benefit the seaman, as we 
remember the displays of divine grace which have, from time to time, 
been witnessed on board our national vessels, ever since evangelical 
labors for seamen began to be employed. 

6. It has become manifest that there should be secured as far as pos- 
sible a union and co-operation in our work among all the friends of the 
cause. The sailor, beyond almost all other men, is without any local 
residence, and like our commerce itself, has a national character. The 
work then of seeking his spiritual welfare, and the morai elevation of 
commerce, should be likewise a truly national work. It is believed that 
our progress therein has been much retarded by the disconnected and 
fragmentary condition of the agencies engaged in it. Local societies 
scattered along the seaboard and upon our inland waters have conducted 
their operations with little concert or knowledge of each other, so that 
nowhere has the cause come before the christian public in those 
imposing dimensions which its true character and importance demand, 
Our own society, estimated by the casual observer, according to the 
pittance reported of receipts and expenditures, is often thrust down toa 
secondary grade, on the scale of our great national charities, with the 
very erroneous inference following, that our wants and relative impor- 
tance are equally small. 
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In the profound conviction that there is needed a more perfect union 
among the friends of the sailor, the Board have recently opened corres- 
pondence with several of the most considerable societies both on the sea 
board and in the interior to secure this result. The movement, they 
are happy to say, has been met in a spirit of courtesy and cordiality of 
the most gratifying character. Arrangements are now ir progress, and 
others it is hoped may follow, by which the whole force of this cause 
may be drawn out and applied with greater effectiveness than ever 
before. It is not expected that any existing organizations will be aban- 
doned, much less contrelled or overshadowed by this Society, but that 
they may come into such relations of correspondence and co-operation 
with it as shall add to the strength of both, while they give a unity to 
the work before the churches of the country, and a visible magnitude 
which shall secure for all a greatly enlarged share of the public patron- 
age. 

With this renewed statement of the leading aims and principles of 
their work, the American Seaman’s Friend Society would again throw 
themselves and their cause upon the confidence of the Christian commn- 
nity, and the continued favor of Him who alone, in every effort of love 
for the welfare of souls, must “‘ give the increase.” Though the work 
in many of its aspects be attended with pecuiiar difficulties and discou- 
ragements, yet, we doubt not for a moment, its final success. It is one 
too momentous in itself, and too vital in its connection with the grand 
object of the world’s conversion to be allowed ultimately to fuil. The 
history of the past encourages to new efforts in it; and the promises of, 
the future point to its glorious consummation, in the reign of the 
Redeemer o’er all the earth, For the sure word of prophecy hath 
declared, “He sHatL Have pomINtiovV From Sea to Sma, AND FROM 
THE River to THE Enps or THE [arru.” 


The Twenty-Ninth Anniversary of 
the American Sramen’s Frienp So- 
cIBTY was held Monday evening May, 


the patriotic heart, while the words 

“ Seaman’s Friend Society” suggested 

at once a noble object in aiding of the 
11, in the Fourteenth street Presby- } sailor, who above all classes needs a 
terian church (Dr. Asa D. Smith’s) { friend. Jack had built even this city, 
in the presence of a large audience. 3 and the wealth of the Fifth Avenue 
Wiviiam A. Boorn, Esq., President, } and the luxurious carriage that rolls 
in the chair. The exercises were } through our fashionable thorough- 
commenced with a voluntary on the }{ fares had come, asit were, in the fore- 
organ by Geo. H. Curtis, Esq., after ~ castles of our vessels—true the Jack- 
which the Rey. Mr. Stuart, of the 3 tar got little of the credit, but hardly 
Bethel Baptist Church offered: up a 3 one present was not indebted to the 
prayer. After singing the well known seaman for some necessary or.comfort 
hymn “Star of Peace,” an abstract of life. He came not to talk about 
of the Annual Report was read by $ the rolling seaand its poetry; that 


Rey. I. P. Warren, one of the Secre- had been done years ago; he came to 
taries. talk about the rolling seaman in his 

Rey. Turopore J.CuyLer wasthen, } prose. The first thing a sailor want- 
introduced, and addressed the au- ed was a home—not like the hells of 


dience. He liked the title of the society, the land-sharks where Jack’s earn- 
the word “ American” would touch ings and his soul were alike deyas- 
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tated—but a real true home. There 
was a great evil connected with the 
shipping of men for voyages which 
should be corrected, and that was the 
advance wages system, and the year 
that saw that abolished would prove 
agreat step in the improvement of 
American seamen. His advance pay 
was but an injury to the sailor, and as 
he successively received the pay 
for voyages back and forth, like 
a shuttlecock on the briny ocean, 
the ocean was oftentimes his safest 
place—he went to sea to get clear of 
the dangers of the land. It was not 
the Atlantic seas which he had to fear, 
but the stormy billows of South and 
Water streets. Another evil was the 
cruelty of officers who were too often 
assigned positions for which they were 
totally uniit. Another evil was the 
piracy in the forecastle, by which the 
best and most inoffensive sailor was 
robbed by the reckless desperado. All 
these evils were a stimulus to incite 
Christian effort, for while sailors were 
very bad when they were bad, they 
were also very good when they were 
good. The sailor’s whole heart would 
not confine him to any particular de- 
nomination of Christians. He hoped 
they would all be as free from sectarian 
bias as the sailor in the Bethel ship, 
who was a high or low churchman, ac- 
cording to the state of the tide. 
(Laughter.) He hoped God would 
bless the society in its work—that they 
would not forget the poor sailor far 
away from home, and that. when they 
gave any contribution to this fund they 
would feel certain that they were 
helping those who most need it. 

The choir then sang the hymn— 
“Oh Praise the Mighty God.” 

JoserH Hoxte, Esq., was then in- 
troduced, and addressed the audience. 
He illustrated his courage in attempt- 
jng to speak by the fate of the bull 
which tried his strength against the 
locomotive, evincing greater courage 
than discretion. He expressed his 
earnest interest in the object of the 
society, and added that the rapid in- 
crease of commerce greatly demon- 
strated the need of such a society. 
The seamen were particularly entitled 
to the sympathy of the merchants, 
whose fortunes were procured through 
their many hardships. The statesmen 
and political classes of the country 


were indebted to the same for the 
honor which our gallant navy had in- 
sured to our country. The christian 
class of the community ought to con- 
side rthem their especial guardianship. 
There was at least $21,000,000 worth 
of property lost every year, and 830 
lives, by means of shipwrecked or 
missing vessels, and who could tell 
how much of this life and property 
might have been saved by the proper 
education of seamen? A great deal 
of this loss was to be attributed to the 
lack of religious education. There 
was an abundance of lighthouses, 
charts, and maps for commercial pur- 
poses, but there needed to be more 
moral lighthouses—more charts and 
maps to show the way to heaven. 
They were all embarked on the voy- 
age of life, and they should see that 
their ships should be well manned and 
fitted out, in order to navigate life’s 
tempestuous seas bravely, and after 
having done all the good that they 
could, to meet in the hayen of eternal 
rest. 

Mr. Joun Byrne, formerly a sailor 
on an American man-of-war, but con- 
verted by the exertions of a mission- 
ary of this society at Honolulu, was 
the next speaker. He related his 
experience among his shipmates; 
their persecution of him; his tri- 
umph; his labors in their behalf, 
and the efficacy of the society. He 
spoke in an exceedingly earnest man- 
ner, and commanded the breathless 
attention of his hearers. 

After the singing of an anthem— 
“How lovely is Zion,” and a brief ad- 
dress by J. M. Sturtevant, D. D., 
President of [linois College, the Ben- 
ediction was pronounced, and the 
meeting separated. 


->® 

The length of the Annual Report 
crowds out all other matter from the 
present No. of the Magazine. We 
hope our readers will peruse this re- 
port attentively, with gratitude to God 
for the good which it records as re- 
sulting from the labors in behalf of 
seamen and in view of the wants of 
the field before us ask each with 
prayerful earnestness, “Lord what 
wilt thou have me to do?” 
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RECEIPTS. 
From April 15th to May 15, 1857. 

Director for Life by the payment of $50. 

Rey. Paul D. Van Cleef, by 
First Ref. Dutch Ch. Jersey 
City, (amt. ack. below.) 

Members for Life by the payment of $20. 

Ded, Ewd. L. Leete, by First 
Ch., Guilford, Ct. 25 68 

Miss Josephine H. Tyler, 
(balance) by Ladies Union 
Soc. 4 00 

Miss Eliz. J. Ely, by Ladies’ 

Union Soe. 20 00 

J. W. Mackay, Jersey City, 
(amt. ack. below.) 

Mrs. Phebe Cummings, Port- 
land, Me., by Mrs. Hannah 
Rowell of Aspinwall, 

Mrs. Samuel Hinman, by La- 
dies in Beloit, Wis. 

Mrs. T. D. Merrill, Concord, 
N. H. (balance) 

Mrs. Catherine D. Harvey, 
Thompsonville, Ct., by her 
son, 

Master George Hale, jr., by 
Pres. Ch. Pennington N. J. 
(in part,) Miss Eliz. Hale, 
by do,, (in part,) 

Rey. Jas. R. Bryan by Meth. 
Epis. Ch., Pennington, N. J. 

W.S. Gilman, Esq., N. Y., 

Miss Caroline Frothingham, by 
Ladies’ Bethel Soc., New- 
buryport Mass., 

Rev. Marcus Ames, by Con. 
Soc. Westminster, Mass. 
(Boston, ) 

Solomon J. Gordon, by a 
Friend in Plymouth, Mass., 

Rev. Henry 8. Greene, by 
Ballard Vale Union Ch., An- 
dover, Mass., ( Boston, ) 

Rey. B. F. Clark, by Con. 
Soc., Chelmsford, Mass., 
balance (B.S.F.S.) 

Rey. Samuel! Wood, by do. do. 
(B.S.F.S.) 

Warren Hilis, by First Con. 
Soc., Newton, Mass. 

Daniel Storrs by do. do. 
Albert Little, by do. do. 
Dea. Dan. Hewins, by Con. 

Soc., Foxboro, Mass. 
Erastus Grover, by do. do. 
Donations. 

Second Pres. Ch. Morristown, 

N. J., (balance,) 


23 50 
19 80 
20 00 
20 00 


20 00 
20 00 


20 00 


20 CO 


20 00 


64 12 


46 54 


11 25 


A Friend, N. Y. 
A Life Member, Williston 
Sem., Easthampton, Mass, 2 00 


First Pres. Church Brooklyn, 
ING Ys 20 54 
Cong. Ch. and Soce:, Branford, 


Ct., 27 00 
First Ref. Dutch Ch., Jersey 

City, 81 69 
Second Cong. Soc., Norwich, 

Ct., (balance, ) 26 00 - 
Ref. Dutch C., Hudson, N. Y., 17 51 
Cong. Ch. Goshen, Mass., 7 00 
A lady, 6 00 


Cong. Soc., Green’s Farms, Ct. 

Ref. Dutch Ch., Flatbush, N.Y. 

Mrs. E. M. Maynard, Trenton, : 
J 


N..Js 
New Rochelle, N. Y., by Miss 


S. Brewster, 8 54 
Lydia C. Hunn, Windsor, 
Mass., 1 00 


Plymouth Ch., Brooklyn, N.Y., 275 00 
A friend at Elizabeth Port, 

N. J., I 00 
Erro Mainensis 7 00 
Ref. Dutch Greenwich, N. Y., 26 98 
Cong. Ch. and Soc., Goshen, 

Lebanon Ct., 16 00 
Chelsea Pres. Ch., N. Y., $20 


from J. S., 117 40 
Con. Soc., Sunderland, Mass., 30 50 
Con. Soc. South Deerfield, 

Mass., 16 58 


First Con Soc., Gardner, Mass., 15 00 
Appleton street Ch., Lowell, 


(additional) 6 60 
Sutfield, Mass. (additional) 0 25 
Rey. Mr. Smith’s, Soc., Bos- 

cawen, N. H., 24 00: 
Con. Soc., Laconia, N. H. 5 43 
Mrs. Washburn, Medway yil- 

lage, Mass., 1 00 
Con. Soc., Candia, N. H. 17 40. 
Benevolent Soc., Enfield, 

Mass., per Rey. R. McEwen, 100 00 

$1,351 30 


Errata.—tIn receipts of last month 
South Hadley should read North Hadley, 


Satior’s Home, N. Y. 


Ladies in Concord, N. H., 6 sheets, ~ 


6 pillow cases, 12 flannel shirts 5 
striped cotton do. 
Ladies Industrial Soc., 2d Pres. Ch., 
Troy, 9 pairs wollen socks. 
Ladies Sea, Friend Soc. Milford, N. 
H., 14 sheets, 32 pillow cases, 10 pairs 
woolen socks, 
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